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§1739.3

§1739.3 Definitions.

As used in this subpart:

Agency or RUS shall mean the Rural
Utilities Service, which administers
the United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) Rural Development
Utilities Programs.

Broadband Grant Speed means the
minimum bandwidth described in the
NOFA that an applicant must propose
to deliver to every customer in the pro-
posed funded service area in order for
the Agency to approve a broadband
grant. The Broadband Grant Speed
may be different for fixed and mobile
broadband services and from the min-
imum rate of data transmission re-
quired to determine the availability of
broadband service when qualifying a
service area.

Broadband service means any terres-
trial technology having the capacity to
provide transmission facilities that en-
able subscribers of the service to origi-
nate and receive high-quality voice,
data, graphics, and video at the min-
imum rate of data transmission de-
scribed in the NOFA. The broadband
service speed may be different from the
broadband grant speed for the Commu-
nity Connect program.

Community Center means a building
within the Proposed Funded Service
Area that provides access to the public,
or a section of a public building with at
least two (2) Computer Access Points
and wireless access, that is used for the
purposes of providing free access to
and/or instruction in the wuse of
broadband Internet service, and is of
the appropriate size to accommodate
this purpose. The community center
must be open and accessible to area
residents before, during, and after nor-
mal working hours and on Saturdays or
Sunday.

Computer Access Point means a new
computer terminal with access to serv-
ice at the Broadband Grant Speed.

Critical Community Facilities means
the Community Center; any public
school, public education center, public
library, public medical clinic, public
hospital, community college, public
university; or law enforcement, fire or
ambulance station in the Proposed
Funded Service Area.

Eligible applicant shall have the
meaning as set forth in §1739.10.
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Eligible grant purposes shall have the
meaning as set forth in §1739.12.

Matching contribution means the ap-
plicant’s qualified contribution to the
Project, as outlined in §1739.14 of this
part.

Project means the delivery of service
at the Broadband Grant Speed financed
by the grant and Matching Contribu-
tion for the Proposed Funded Service
Area.

Proposed Funded Service Area (PFSA)
means the contiguous geographic area
within an eligible Rural Area or eligi-
ble Rural Areas, in which the applicant
proposes to provide service at the
Broadband Grant Speed.

Rural area means any area, as con-
firmed by the latest decennial census
of the Bureau of the Census, which is
not located within:

(1) A city, town, or incorporated area
that has a population of greater than
20,000 inhabitants; or

(2) An urbanized area contiguous and
adjacent to a city or town that has a
population of greater than 50,000 inhab-
itants. For purposes of the definition of
rural area, an urbanized area means a
densely populated territory as defined
in the latest decennial census of the
U.S. Census Bureau.

§§1739.4-1739.8 [Reserved]

§1735.9 USDA Rural Development
State Director notification.

Applicants shall complete a notifica-
tion form which will be a public docu-
ment that the RUS provides to USDA
Rural Development State Directors
and others in the state(s) of the PFSA.
The notification shall include a brief
project description and the location of
the PFSA.

§1739.10 Eligible applicant.

To be eligible for a Community Con-
nect competitive grant, the applicant
must:

(a) Be legally organized as an incor-
porated organization, an Indian tribe
or tribal organization, as defined in 25
U.S.C. 450b(e), a state or local unit of
government, or other legal entity, in-
cluding cooperatives or private cor-
porations or limited liability compa-
nies organized on a for-profit or not-
for-profit basis.
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